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Tor M1 9M330 Air Defense System
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Photo Stanisiav Voranin

Buk-M1-2 (Air defence missile system)

“"Defence capability of the country is the most important element. To move with the times, we need
to buy new arms, complexes or modernise the military hardware we are armed with nhow. We will buy
what we need, but modernisation should become the main direction,” Alyaksandr Lukashenka said
today during his visit to the State Military-Industrial Committee of Belarus.



He added that “Belarus will modernise its armament and hardware, but won't refuse from buying
newmodels,"Interfaxreports.In Lukashenka’s opinion, “if we learn how to do it ourselves, we can
render services in places, where these arms and hardware are in operational service.”
But it was found out that Belarusian MIC hasn't yet learnt how to modernise. Lukashenka slashed the
committee representatives for failure the terms of modernisation of air defence missile system BUK,
and said he had doubts whether it was necessary to go on works of its modernisation. “Time passed,
but you have failed with terms,” he said.
According to Lukashenka, the decision on its modernisation and overhaul was taken yet in 2004. “It
can be very quality weapon if it is modernised. It's what our military forces need,” Lukashenka said.
He also noted that “the modernisation made by Russia is old and doesn't meet our demands.”
Lukashenka said the terms of modernisation were extended from time to time, according to the last
request, it was offered to extend terms of air defence missile system modernisation till the end of
2007. But "“it was found out that even a modernised model isn't ready for fielding,” Lukashenka said.
In this connection a commission has been created whose duty is to conclude whether it is purposeful
to continue works on the system modernisation.
urther development of the air defense system elaboration was the "BUK™ complex. The air defense
missile system "BUK" consisted of the circular surveillance radar (detection and target designation
station), the control post, six self - propelled firing units and three launching - loading units. The
main requirements for the new complex were: simultaneous hitting of six targets, target detection
range of not less than 100 kilometers, the hitting zone -the range from 3 to 30 km. and the altitude
from 25 meters to 18 kilometers. A.A.Rastov was appointed chief designer. For the first time in the
home practice the mobile multipurpose air defense complex was created, the software of which
allowed to solve tactical tasks. The placing of a multi - functional radar, a six missiles launcher,
control and communication equipment on the self - propelled chassis gave the opportunity for the
autonomous work of the firing unit on target detection, tracking and hitting. The control post
equipment provided with the calculating analysis of the air situation in the air defense complex
coverage zone, the self - propelled unit condition control and target distribution according to the
weapon channels, based on the data from the detection and targeting station. The whole work was
held in automatic, semiautomatic or manu-al regimes. In 1979 "BUK" was accepted for armament in
the Soviet Army. The technical potential of the "BUK™ complex allowed to accomplish the
optimization of characteristics with minimal upgrade of the equipment. The air defense complex *BUK



M - 17, accepted to armament in 1983, provided the targets hitting zone of 3 - 35 kilometers of
range; 0,015 - 22 kilometers of altitude, and also the hitting of cruise missiles and hover helicopters



