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Than Shwe’s Grandson in Drug Scandal  

By WAI MOE Monday, June 23, 2008  

 

 

Nay Shwe Thway Aung, until now the favorite grandson of Burmese head of state Snr-

Gen Than Shwe, is reportedly at the center of a drug scandal in Rangoon. 

 

A source close to the military elite told The Irrawaddy on Monday that two men close to 

Than Shwe’s grandson were arrested by police on suspicion of procuring ecstasy pills for 

him.  

 

“I heard the family found some ecstasy pills on Nay Shwe Thway Aung last month,” the 

source said. “Then Aung Zaw Ye Myint [the son of Lt-Gen Ye Myint, a high-ranking 

general] and Maung Waik [a well-known business crony] were arrested in connection 

with the drugs.”  

 

While rumors of the scandal began circulating the former capital, there were no birthday 

celebrations for Than Shwe’s grandson on May 22, the day he turned 17.  

 

“Normally they have a big birthday party for the grandson every year,” said the source. 

“But this year, there was not even a small party among relatives.”  

 

Last year, a birthday party was reportedly held in honor of Nay Shwe Thway Aung at 

Rangoon’s exclusive Sedona Hotel. Among the party guests were the wives of top junta 

leaders Vice Snr-Gen Maung Aye and Gen Shwe Mann, as well as Zaw Zaw, a well-

known business crony and director of Max Co, and popular rock musician Zaw Win Htut.  

 

Two weeks ago, sources told The Irrawaddy, a family religious ceremony was held at one 

of Than Shwe’s houses in Rangoon, but Nay Shwe Thway Aung was conspicuously 

absent.  

 

Nay Shwe Thway Aung is a familiar face in Burma because he usually accompanies his 

grandfather on inspection tours throughout the country and enjoys red-carpet treatment 

wherever he goes.  

 

Aung Zaw Ye Myint and Maung Waik were detained in May accused of selling drugs to 

Rangoon’s elite. At that time, several Burmese celebrities and businessmen were 

reportedly interrogated by a special drugs task force.  

 

Last year, a famous actor, Dwe, died of heart failure caused by a drugs overdose, 

according to various sources.  

 

But Rangoon residents have been surprised by the amount of rumors and gossip 

surrounding the recent drug scandal and a crackdown which appears related to the 



military elite and their cronies.  

 

Some observers in Burma have suggested the drugs arrests were a smokescreen for a 

fresh power struggle within the military hierarchy. They claimed that Maung Waik is 

close to Gen Shwe Mann, the number 3 man in the junta.  

 

Drug use among high-society families and celebrities has been an open secret for years in 

Burma. Late dictator Gen Ne Win’s three favorite grandsons—Aye Ne Win, Kyaw Ne 

Win and Zwe Ne Win— also enjoyed considerable family perks and were constantly 

rumored to be addicted to ecstasy pills.  
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မင္းဆက္ခိုင္(နိရUၥရာ) ရခုိင္ျပည္နယ္ စစ္ေတြျမိဳ႕တြင္ Aဖြဲ႕၀င္ သံုးUီးပါ မိသားစု တစုမွာ လြန္ခဲ့ေသာ ဇြန္လ ၁၆ 
ရက္ေန႕က ထမင္းငတ္၍ Aဆိပ္စား သတ္ေသသြားေၾကာင္း သတင္းရရွိသည္။ 

Aဆိပ္စား သတ္ေသသြားေသာ မိသားစုမွာ စစ္ေတြျမိဳ႕ မင္းဂံ ရပ္ကြက္ Aကြပ္(၁၁) (ဃ) Aတန္းမွ ျဖစ္ျပီး 
ေသဆုံံးသြားသူမ်ားမွာ Uီးေမာင္ဘUီး (၃၉ ႏွစ္) ႏွင့္ သူ၏ ၈ ႏွစ္္ Aရြယ္ သမီးတUီးႏွင့္ ၅ ႏွစ္Aရြယ္ သားတUီး 
တို႕ ျဖစ္ၾကသည္။ 

စစ္ေတြျမိဳ႕မွ သူတို႕၏ ေဆြမ်ိဳး တUီးက Aဆိုပါ Aဆိပ္စား ေသဆံုးမွဳကို Aတည္ျပဳ ေျပာၾကားျပီး 
ေသဆံုးသြားပံုကို ယခုကဲ့သို႕ ေျပာသည္။ 

“သူတို႕ ေသဆံုးသြားတာက ေတာ္ေတာ္ ေၾကကြဲစရာ ေကာင္းပါတယ္။ Uီးေမာင္ဘUီးဟာ ဆိုက္ကား ႏွင္းျပီး 
မိသားစုေတြရ႕ဲ စား၀တ္ေနေရးကို ေျဖရွင္းေနတဲ့သူပါ။ မိန္းမ ဆံုးသြားျပီး ကတည္းက ခေလးႏွစ္Uီးကို သူကဘ ဲ
တာ၀န္ယူ ေစာင့္ေရွာက္လာခဲ့တာပါ။ AခုAခါမွာ ကုန္ေစ်းနဳန္းက Aရမ္းၾကီးလာျပီး ဆို္က္ကား ႏွင္းရတာလည္း 
Aဆင္မေျပေတာ့ ေနာက္ဆံုး ထြက္ေပါက္ Aေနနဲ႕ သူဒီလမ္းကို ေရႊးခ်ယ္သြားခ့ဲတာပါ။ ” ဟုေျပာသည္။ 

ျဖစ္ပ်က္ပံုႏွင့္ ပတ္သက္ျပီး သိရွိရသည္မွာ ဇြန္လ ၁၆ ရက္ေန႕ နံနက္ ၁၁နာရီ ခန္႕တြင္ Uီးေမာင္ဘUီးမွာ 
သမီးျဖစသ္ူ စားမည့္ ထမင္းပုဂံတြင္္ ဗ်ိဳင္းသတ္ေဆးထည့္ျပီး ပထမဆံုး ေကၽြးေၾကာင္း ဒုတိယ Aေနျဖင့္ 



သားျဖစ္သူAား Aဆိုပါ ဗ်ိဳင္းသတ္ေဆး ထည့္ကာ ထမင္းေကၽြးေၾကာင္းႏွင့္ ေနာက္ဆံုးတြင္ မိမိစားမည့္ 
ထမင္းတြင္ ဗ်ိဳင္းသတ္ ေဆးထည့္ကာ မိမိ ကိုယ္ကို Aဆံုး စီရင္သြားခဲ့ျခင္း ျဖစ္သည္။ 

ဗ်ိဳင္းသတ္ေဆးဆိုသည္မွာ ေဒသခံ ျပည္သူမ်ားက ေခၚဆိုျခင္း ျဖစ္ျပီး Aမည္မွာ ပရုိတက(္စ)္ 
ေဆးျဖစ္ေၾကာင္းႏွင့္ Aဆိုပါ ေဆးမွာ Aဆိပ္ Aျပင္းစား ေဆးတမ်ိဳးျဖစ္ေၾကာင္း သိရွိရသည္။  

Uီးေမာင္ဘUီးတိ္ု႕ မိသားစု Aဆိပ္စားေၾကာင္း သတင္းမ်ား ရရွိ၍ ရပ္ကြက္ေန Aိမ္နီးနားခ်င္းမ်ားက 
လိုက္လာေသာAခါ မိသားစု ၃ Uီးစလံုးမွာ ထမင္းပုဂံမ်ားေဘးတြင္ ေသဆံုးေနသည္ကို ေတြ႕ရွိရသည္ဟု 
ရပ္ကြက္လူၾကီး တUီးေျပာသည္။ သူတို႕ သံုးUီးစလံုးကို ေနာက္တရက္ေန႕ ဇြန္လ ၁၇ ရက္ေန႕တြင္ 
ေက်းရြာသားမ်ားက သျဂိဳလ္လိုက္ေၾကာင္း သတင္းရရွိသည္။  

စစ္ေတြျမိဳ႕တြင္ ဆိုက္ကားသမား တUီး၏ ပ်မ္းမွ်ရေငြသည္ တရက္လွ်င္ က်ပ္ေငြ ၉၀၀ ႏွင့္ ၁၀၀၀ ခန္႕သာရရွိျပီး 
Aဆိုပါ ဝင္ေငြမွာ မိသားစု တစု Aဖို႕ တရက္တာ ထမင္း ၀မ္း၀ရန္ Aတြက္ မဖုံလွံဳေသာေငြ ပမာဏျဖစ္ေၾကာင္း 
Aဆိုပါ ရပ္ကြက္ လူၾကီးက ေျပာသည္။ 

ယခုAခါတြင္ ရခုိင္ျပည္နယ္ တဝွမ္းလံုးတြင္ Aလုပ္Aကိုင္မ်ားရွားပါးျပီး ကုန္းေစ်းႏႈန္း မ်ားလည္း တရက္ထက္ 
တရက္ Aဆမတန္ ျမင့္တက္လာသျဖင့္ ဆင္းရသဲူ လက္လုပ္ လက္စားမ်ားမွာ 
Aငတ္ေဘးႏွင့္ရင္ဆိုင္ၾကံဳေတြ႕ေနၾကရေၾကာင္း စစ္ေတြမွ လာေသာ သတင္းမ်ားAရ သိရွိရသည္ 

 


